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Religions in the modern Middle East
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Islam in the Middle East
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Christianity in the medieval Middle East

Map Copyright © Philip’s, a Division of Octopus Publishing Group Ltd.
Source: Philip Atlas of World History
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A The lost three centuries of the first between an Eastern, Greek-rooted Orthodox Islam in the Near East and North Africa, but
millennium AD saw the steady development tradition and a Western, Latin-based Catholic resilient Christian communities continued fo
of a deep and lusfing cultural divide — culture. Both lost both lands and devotees to survive in these areas under Muslim rule.
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The life of Qays/'Abd al-Masih

MS Sinai Arabic 542, ff. 64v-65r.
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Monastery of St Catherine on the Sinai, Egypt
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From the first and only edition of the text:

The life of Dahhak/Bacchus

6o Ap HvyAc.AMASTR. Lavp N
«Noy

enm vexillo. Hic verd , Quiafe;, *
=Sy Mooy, vulg, elmfz"f“ ‘
per terram eius 5 quod aliis, Pro wey; ”,"hn/ i
ranguam wexilla erel¥a eruns s j u” K
: ‘r,r:ergfho(r.} p:;}:](‘) ngius petira Vic?c:: Y : :
srAa ( fic furgentes, & quafii, i oY
» & quafiiy g 103, KAI AG)AHZIZ:FOT C,)}L'l

erecti lapides f . . ' S
pides feu riculi ) dlcantur v(,gn b ¢ B ,"‘X’u TY ij”“ ey
. ’ \

qua magisvidentur figna quafi amjy, 4 'y w0
b Sy (4
g 8 vés 4P TVES WX Taagusthn»®

Targ. Ionathan Quoni :
x5 oniam eliges s N
lapides fanctuarj "Putem m} e eos g Cr ig L0V T M
3 ToUS LXX, : : { ol

Magi Elrﬁw'" ¢ xy Koovgmarli , QiAo ks

tendifle vim participij , quod 2
?uem impdrrare vidc:tur,gcqualir:1 i(:]tum"' gee ';W b
~ {ub quo mouer acies ac petit hoﬁc[,:ex'ﬂ 1 EN
magis ipfam naturam lapidis atmniﬁ FITA EL CERTA M
cui 5 I
guam v St JESANCT! 4G NOVIELLL
M part ificationey, | e
et o et nem g NOSTRIS TEMPOR
rint. Apte vero in Hyacinh, B'AC%i‘l;ﬁﬁi martyrio functus eft,
in religiofiffi-

. gregis duce Viroque Apoftolico a¢ 4 B8 Conftantin
[rene & Conitantino

renfium ciuvitatis Apoftol

0,quod fi .

fanétus M)\lc’/.&wg" ( gwi voluatur proce d;l: mis lmpcraronbus.

~ 4 preear ) quafi divino didum oragy| . :
cetx noftro viurparum eft, ;

S

letantur 5 quibus

!, damnofg,nec pecca-
: . , tilabis pura,equorii
Qv , ftationescum primis
mef cudle a P animofuntaccure,fi

a.’é)\n—mfy “&xwé- qué in ftadio Achle-

Frangois Combefis, Christi martyrum lecta trias (Paris, 1666), pp

. 60-61.



Monastery of Mar Sabas in the Judean desert
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The life of Rawh/Anthony

MS Sinai Arabic 513, ff. 362v-363r.

Image retrieved from


http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/notices/96558-Microfilms-manuscrits-Mt-Sinai.html

\



The Holy
Sepulchre




The life of Muzahim / George

,—‘R.:( g T TR 7 par g3 T

ru)’%)u'/‘("‘ | s
e ¥ , gl
- ;&Uum{j sl | I‘ | ;u{,,,
| ( JVJJJ | 3 ; NLUL"'U"JM]
C‘/ 0}‘?&%2}\'&9& » L’”)l b ., '/lé/,
"’ J‘*’) J
u‘lu“ ;JMW {%wh | v‘&* qw( 3L

)))\); i T.’/'gy |

2% LJv[/JJ’L-/ 03,15
- ”; )) 4 ” : W /j‘b'd_.j
. J" : » /’d lJ b *&"“j’tog,u,m, «‘féfﬂd

, Yoy
WL:BJU’Y’J [ ?z : .‘ ‘/ Ve & If),‘(; ﬁ-{/ E
MD)&A)LA,/)(J g/“‘"’.a-'q,.._ﬂ ~)k/0v(£/fd/ L«’
e, » 2l b ‘,‘f’/w"‘("’ =
T osbls, )bo&»b:gfw‘)ﬂf ’
. )\thJanv DI patl e S Jﬂ i o e) .wbw :
‘ 'u‘?&{_}»\»o}}‘/{/&’ ”@/«‘)L’) U,, 4/ J‘”L "’p (,JI)/

MS Coptic Museum Hist. 469, ff. 318v-319r. Image courtesy of the Brown Collection of Brigham Young University.
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The life of Ibn Radja’
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MS Sbath 1004, ff. 85v-86r. Image courtesy of the Fondation Georges et Mathilde Salem (Aleppo)
and the Hill Museum and Manuscript Library.




in Cairo

The Hanging Church

Source: Berthold Werner and Carsten Whimster through
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Orthodox ritual for converting heretics

MS Bodleian Hunt. 478, ff. 312v-313r. Image courtesy of the Bodleian Library, Oxford.



Coptic ritual for recanting apostates
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MS Bodleian Marshall Or. 50, ff. 87v-88r. Image courtesy of the Bodleian Library, Oxford.



Ibn Radja’, The Book of al-Wadih
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MS Sbath 1004, ff. 111v-112r. Image courtesy of the Fondation Georges et Mathilde Salem

(Aleppo) and the Hill Museum and Manuscript Library.



Ibn Radja’, The Book of al-Wadih
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In the name of the Father, the Father of the epochs, the Son, the Son
of the resurrection, and the Holy Spirit who revives those
entombed, the One in Trinity, the Three in Unity, the Lord of lords,
God of the world and the ages, who created us from dust, who
formed us in wombs and loins, who gave us ears, eyes, hearts, and
minds, and who made us into the best of mankind.

We believed in Him without seeing Him with our own eyes or
witnessing Him with certainty and He favored us over all his
creation for that. He showed us the paths of truth and removed from
us the ways of ignorance. He showed us the signs of his power, the
wonders of his making, and the vestiges of his wisdom and
bestowed them on us as manifestation and demonstration of his
lordship and divinity in his grace and mercy. He gave us the Gospel
as a leader to guide us, as a lamp to illuminate us with its light, as a
refuge to consult it in matters of our religion, and as a vizier for us
to lean on in the obedience of our Lord. It is God’s firm rope, his
luminous lamp, leading his saints and guiding them to the gardens
of pleasure.

The blessing of God, may his glory increase, abounds on us and his
proof is manifest and profound for us. We praise Him for his
manifest favor and thank Him for his successive good deeds. We
ask Him to help us stand firmly in what He bestowed on us and
succeed in the words and the deeds that bring us near Him until He
seals us with his noble seal and gathers for us the good of this world
and the next in his grace. He 1s merciful and compassionate.

Copyright of transcription and translation ©Krisztina Szilagyi 2013



Ibn Radja’, The Book of al-Wadih
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In the name of the Father, the Father of the epochs, the Son, the Son
of the resurrection, and the Holy Spirit who revives those
entombed, the One in Trinity, the Three in Unity, the Lord of lords,
God of the world and the ages, who created us from dust, who
formed us in wombs and loins, who gave us ears, eyes, hearts, and
minds, and who made us into the best of mankind.

We believed in Him without seeing Him with our own eyes or
witnessing Him with certainty and He favored us over all his
creation for that. He showed us the paths of truth and removed from
us the ways of ignorance. He showed us the signs of his power, the
wonders of his making, and the vestiges of his wisdom and
bestowed them on us as manifestation and demonstration of his
lordship and divinity in his grace and mercy. He gave us the Gospel
as a leader to guide us, as a lamp to illuminate us with its light, as a
refuge to consult it in matters of our religion, and as a vizier for us
to lean on in the obedience of our Lord. It is God’s firm rope, his
luminous lamp, leading his saints and guiding them to the gardens
of pleasure.

The blessing of God, may his glory increase, abounds on us and his
proof is manifest and profound for us. We praise Him for his
manifest favor and thank Him for his successive good deeds. We
ask Him to help us stand firmly in what He bestowed on us and
succeed in the words and the deeds that bring us near Him until He
seals us with his noble seal and gathers for us the good of this world
and the next in his grace. He is merciful and compassionate.
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